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Link with blacksmith takes customers back to a bygone era 
 
The Door Knocker Company is taking customers back to a bygone era, but in a convenient 
way, by offering a new range of wrought iron-ware made exclusively for the company by 
a local blacksmith. 
 

Just a few decades ago, anyone wanting a new door knocker, hook rack or poker would have to 
approach the blacksmith, who was at the centre of the community, offering his service to the farmer, 

traveller and the home-owner.  
 

Now a blacksmith working at a forge close to The Door Knocker Company’s base in Shropshire is 
creating door knockers, pokers and shovels, hooks and hook racks, trivets, candle sticks and much 

more to be sold through the company’s retail outlet and very successful commercial web site. 

 
The Door Knocker Company has for several years been selling British made architectural brass and 

ironware to period home renovators and to those looking to make a statement in a more modern 
home. They include door knockers, hooks, shelf brackets, door knobs and letter box covers. Staff are 

delighted to be able to add the new range of wrought iron-ware.  

 
Rachel Webb, from The Door Knocker Company, said: “The wrought iron range is like the missing link 

in our shop. There’s something comforting about the solidness of the crafted iron and the individuality 
created by the hammer strokes, conjuring up images of the working fire and glowing metal and the 

passion for creating beauty out of the raw metal.” 

 
The blacksmith making products for The Door Knocker Company is a quiet man who seems suited to 

working in the hills of rural Shropshire. He trained at Salisbury after becoming interested in the craft 
when helping a friend, with a jewellery shop, to move and set up a fire, anvil and related equipment 

in a new location. During a successful career, he has won contracts for work at places such as 
Hampton Court Palace. The range of work undertaken includes large projects such as gates, and 

smaller, more intricate work like hooks and door knockers.  

 
Rachel has watched him at work and describes the process as mesmerising. Creating items such as 

door knockers, pokers and shovels, hooks and hook racks, trivets and candle sticks is time consuming 
and requires concentration and attention to detail.  Each part of a hook, for example, has to go 

through several processes to individually create the different shapes from a tapered spike, to a 

recessed hole, to the curl on the end of a hook. The metal must be heated and re-heated and worked 
and re-worked, a process that takes passion. 

 
The range of wrought iron-ware adds to and greatly complements the cast brass and iron already on 

offer at The Door Knocker Company.  Traditionally the company has offered British made brass and 
ironwares for the period home.  Each piece has been made using original patterns and left 

unlacquered and unpainted for authenticity, The Door Knocker Company has supplied film and TV 

and theatres in the UK and abroad as well as hotels, stately homes and modern and period houses.  
The wrought iron goods made by the blacksmith for The Door Knocker Company continue the 

tradition of quality British made architectural fixtures and fittings made in the traditional way, in 
Shropshire, the heart of the Industrial Revolution. 
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