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Forticrete’s Hardrow® Slates Provide the Perfect Finish for Rural Setting 
 
Highly durable Hardrow® Slates from Forticrete have been specified for the 
refurbishment of Vine Farm, a quintessential 15th century farmhouse in Morcott, 
Rutland, and Copthill Farm Cottage, a 17th century cottage in Uffington, Lincolnshire, to 
complement the existing natural stone vernacular of both properties.   
 
Both Vine Farm (pictured) and Copthill Farm Cottage previously featured Collyweston stone slate 

roofs, a highly valuable natural slate which is no longer mined nor produced. As such, the local 

planning authority had specific planning requirements that needed to be met to ensure that any 
materials specified would blend seamlessly with the existing properties at the site, as well as the 

surrounding environment. 

 

Forticrete’s Hardrow DuetsTM Slates in Barley were handpicked by the farm owners of both 
developments to provide both a cost effective and aesthetically pleasing solution. 

 
Roofing contractor for both projects, Nigel Smith of Claude N. Smith Ltd, commented: “From the 

outset for both sensitive sites, it was essential that the Collyweston stone slate was replaced with 

slates that would not only be sympathetic to the old roof, preserving the original charm of these 
typically English properties, but didn’t carry the expense of the use of natural slate. 

 
“Forticrete’s Hardrow Slate offers the same architectural properties as natural slate, with an 

aesthetically pleasing finish at just a fraction of the cost, and so provided us with the perfect solution.  

 
“By combining two subtle blends of colour on each tile, there is virtually no difference between the 

old and new concrete roof slates, ensuring both properties sit seamlessly within their existing 
vernacular. We are extremely pleased with this product and the final result we have been able to 

achieve.” 
 

Suitable for use in regions where a natural stone slate appearance is required, Forticrete’s Hardrow 

Duet roof slates are manufactured with a slight variation in dimensional tolerance, adding to the 
product’s character when laid. The range, which is extremely durable and mellows with age, can be 

laid in random widths and also diminishing courses for an authentic traditional appearance. 
 

The slates are available in a variety of sizes, for both roofing and vertical cladding. The sizes range 

from 457mm x 305mm (min. pitch 25º), right up to the imposing 610mm x 457mm which can be laid 



 

confidently at pitches as low as 17.5º, creating a bold appearance. The colour of Hardrow Slates will 

change with natural weathering, but the integrity of the tile carries a 30-year guarantee from date of 

supply.  
 

For more information on Forticrete’s Hardrow® roof slates, or on any of the Forticrete range of 
products, visit, visit www.Forticrete.co.uk or call the technical hotline on 0800 262136. 
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