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Gentle giants in harmony with the landscape 
 
The versatility of ROCKPANEL façade cladding made it the ideal choice for 't Zicht – two 
eye-catching apartment buildings situated at the very northern edge of Leusden in the 
Netherlands.  
 

Designed by ONB Architects, the two buildings were created to be sympathetic to the environment 
rather than isolated objects, whilst offering fantastic views of the landscape.  

 

For the much talked-about design of ’t Zicht, the team of architects chose durable facade cladding 
from ROCKPANEL.  The easy workability of the ROCKPANEL board material made it possible to 

provide the façade with gnarled panels. Practical as well as beautiful, it was not necessary to protect 
the board edges, thanks to their weather-resistant nature and high levels of moisture resistance.  

 
Architect for the project Lars Zwart commented: “Using ROCKPANEL we were able to create warm, 

white and maintenance-free façades which are a stylised modern translation of the weather boarded 

wooden façades of the old farmhouses characteristic of the region. Precisely what we wanted.” 
 

“Almost every apartment is unique because the layouts of both towers are almost triangular. As a 
result you can easily see all the way around the buildings at ground level and the view over the 

inspiring landscape is ever present. With our design we have shown that a high-rise development 
doesn’t have to be a rectangular box, but can take on a form that is truly sympathetic to the 

landscape!” 

 
The multicoloured blinds on the front elevation bear the colours of the coat of arms of the region; the 

shape of the roof is reminiscent of the sheep folds that once stood here, whilst the naturally shaped, 
gnarled ROCKPANEL boards are a reference to the sawn weather boarded wooden planks of the old 

traditional farmhouses. 

 
ROCKPANEL is as workable as wood and as durable as stone. These properties mean that 

ROCKPANEL facade cladding can be installed quickly and cost efficiently and can be cut, bent, curved 
and shaped to facilitate unusual forms and shapes. 

 
For more information on this project, visit www.rockpanel.co.uk or request the project reference card 

via the online contact form. 
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