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ROCKPANEL® Brilliant sparkles on façade of a new school building 
 
In the Dutch community of Maasniel (Roermond), the nature of a tree is the inspiration 
behind a school extension housing four new classrooms as well as a new library, outdoor 
theatre and central space for meeting and open learning. 
 
Designed by Architectenbureau Coppen, the symbolism of a tree is used to organise new uses and 

new ways of teaching within an existing traditional corridor-style school. “Teaching is no longer about 
telling children facts. It is about sharing ideas to 

foster enthusiasm for a new world, not the world we 
think we know,” says architect Hans Coppen. “People 
gather around a tree. The new central area here is 

like a tree as it offers a place for gathering, for 
sharing stories and ideas,” he continues. 
 

At the same time, the tree offers a feeling of safety 
and enclosure. Small wood huts made of 
ROCKPANEL® Woods offer overwhelmed children a 

break from group activities. Meanwhile, tree-like 
shapes made with ROCKPANEL® Brilliant panels clad 
the façades of the new classrooms, overlapping the edges of the windows and offering a feeling of 

protection for the school’s youngest age group of 4-6 year olds. 
 
This is the first project in the Netherlands realised with ROCKPANEL Brilliant. Easy to cut, each 

curving panel features a range of colours including orange, cream and a variety of green shades that 
can be found in the nearby trees, bark and mosses. The sparkle present in ROCKPANEL Brilliant 

enlivens these colours, bringing the building even more to life when sunlight touches it. 
 

The facade design of architect Hans Coppen consisted of 

a challenging installation plan. “Thanks to the close co-
operation with ROCKPANEL Group we have been able to 
modify and install the boards according to plan,” says 

Bart van den Munckhof, project leader of Maasveste 
Berben Bouw. He continues: “Because of the unique 
properties the ROCKPANEL boards are easy to cut and 

saw to size. One part of the façade consists of a non-
ventilated application, and this was new to us. 
ROCKPANEL Group has advised us on how to install the 

panels in the unventilated structure”. 
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