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ROCKPANEL® façade cladding contributes to revamping Manchester 
skyline 
 
Innovative ROCKPANEL cladding boards, that change colour in different lights, are 
playing a role in a major regeneration scheme in a deprived area of Manchester. 
 
Lying to the north east of Manchester city centre, Collyhurst includes four 1960s council blocks which 

have now been extensively refurbished, both inside and out. Social landlords Northwards Housing 
collaborated with main contractors Manchester Working Ltd on the ambitious retrofit of Humphries, 
Roach, Mossbrook and Vauxhall Court, including structural repairs and the fitting of new windows, 

ROCKWOOL insulation and ROCKPANEL Chameleon façade cladding. 
 

The ROCKPANEL boards feature a unique 

crystal layer which makes them shimmer and 
seamlessly change colour depending on the 
angle of view or level of natural light. The 

lightweight boards were installed on two 
sides of the 13-storey blocks by Astley 

Facades (UK) Ltd.  
 
However, ROCKPANEL boards were not solely 

specified for the aesthetic benefits its 
products can offer, but also their sustainable 
credentials. 

 
Paul Maidment, Head of Home Improvements 

at Northwards Housing, discussed the project approach: “As champions of the green agenda, it was 

important that all products met our sustainability requirements. We prepared a short report on the 
ROCKPANEL product range and were impressed with the excellent Green Guide ratings they could 
offer. In addition, the hard wearing, low maintenance design of the ROCKPANEL Chameleon should 

help to minimise whole life costs.” 
 
For façade products, sustainability is not simply about green credentials, but also the ability to sustain 

the desired appearance over the long-term. ROCKPANEL boards are colourfast and insensitive to 
moisture and temperature. This should allow 
the blocks to maintain their eye-catching 

appearance for years to come. 
 

ROCKPANEL Group and ROCKWOOL also 
spent three days with tenants going through 
the benefits of the thermal upgrade, as well 

as looking at the choices of the various 
finishes that were on offer for the boards.  
Computer Generated Images were created 

and printed onto mood boards with samples 
of the different products to help tenants to 
visualise how their building might look.  This 

helped to engage the tenants’ interest in 

http://www.rockpanel.co.uk/products/rockpanel+chameleon


 

selecting the finish THEY wanted for the tower blocks they live in.  The use of ROCKWOOL REDArt 
insulation system contributed to the decreased energy bills for the tenants of the four towers in 

Collyhurst. 
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