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ACO Building Drainage solution keeps courtyard in order 
 
A courtyard featuring a fountain and huge statue of Helios, the sun god of Greek 
mythology, is being kept clean and well drained thanks to a bespoke solution devised by 
experts at ACO Building Drainage. 
 

The three-metre high gilded bronze statue designed by renowned artist TB Huxley-Jones is the 
centrepiece of a courtyard at the old BBC Television Centre, which is being redeveloped. Civil 
engineers Arup required an engineered drainage solution for the courtyard and approached ACO 

Building Drainage to design a complex radial channel solution which would fit into new paving which 
had already been specified and cut for the area surrounding the Helios statue.  
 

Normally a deep, narrow channel would be specified to cope with the high volume of water but for 
this project, the drainage had to be designed so the channel was wider and had a shallower than 

normal depth. Drainage also had to be of a sufficiently high load class to deal with ongoing cleaning 
and maintenance requirements. 
 

ACO Building Drainage’s technical design team designed an engineered drainage system which 
comprised two concentric circles of 304 grade AS1050 discrete channel. Special laser cut gratings 
were also produced from 304 stainless steel and the design team provided ‘northings’ and ‘eastings’ 

on the installation drawings to enable the contractors to determine the exact location of the channel 
outlets. 
 

Drainage is critical to any foodservice business and commercial kitchen operator when it comes to 
optimising health and safety, operational costs and, of course, hygiene. It’s now widely accepted that 
poor hygiene can be caused as a direct result of bacteria that’s present in drainage and drainage 

should be designed to be as hygienic as possible.  

 
ACO Building Drainage provides a full range of hygienically engineered drainage products to reduce 

the risk of harmful bacteria being harboured in drainage and, by removing surface liquids from floor 
areas, prevent the spread of bacteria and reduce the risk of slip-related injuries.  

 
The company’s products are used in a wide variety of commercial kitchen applications including 
restaurants, hotels, pubs and clubs, cafes, fast food outlets, and employee kitchens. 
 

To get advice and technical guidance for your next project, please contact ACO Building Drainage’s 
in-house technical design team. You can also obtain a copy of its full product overview guide by 
emailing the company. 
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