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Omos seating for revitalised Cathedral space 
 
Bespoke seating by Omos forms an important part of a major reinvention of the forecourt 
space around Christ Church Cathedral in Dublin. 
 
The cathedral, a major heritage site as well as historic place of worship, draws more than 200,000 
visitors a year and the redesigned forecourt aims to better manage visitors as well as showcase the 

building, which dates back to 1030 but has been much remodelled. 
 

The scheme, completed at the end of 2018, includes a new contemporary viewing platform 
overlooking the forecourt – or garth - with its inlaid stone labyrinth, and the restoration of the former 
carriage gates into the garth, making a new main 

entrance into the cathedral grounds. The site, which is 
used for cultural events, has also been floodlit. 
 

Landscape Architects Bernard Seymour carefully selected 
materials that underscored the site’s character. The 
design purposely combines the existing prestigious 

elements, through the use of complementary colours and 
materials, displaying its contemporary nature, while at 
the same time, respecting the historic characteristics of 

the location.  
 
Facilities needed to be well-adapted and functional, enhancing the visitor experience. Omos was 

chosen to create new benches for placing around and overlooking the garth. The design aims to 
reflect the proportions of the traditional type commonly found in external areas of ecclesiastical 

settings.  
 
The location of the benches was also carefully 

considered, placing them within planting beds allowing 
the low-level planting to creep beneath the seating whilst 
the adapted cantilevered design allows it to float over the 

cloister garth space.  
 
The solution developed by Omos uses careful design and 

engineering so the benches function excellently as 
seating while seamlessly adhering to the aesthetic of the 
original idea.   
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