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Vector Foiltec’s Texlon® ETFE system a key feature in vast development 
 
A major project key to the transformation of the heart of Detroit features a vast 
concourse area covered with over 4,000 m2 of Vector Foiltec’s Texlon® ETFE system. 
 
The new Little Caesars Arena venue comprises an arena linked to adjacent retail and office blocks by 
the Via, a covered concourse area. The Via is covered with Texlon® ETFE - a strong, lightweight and, 

importantly, transparent system which is also incredibly durable, with installations designed to last 
over 50 years.  

 
Visitors to the Via can look forward to using a comfortable space in the winter that feels like being 
outside. As with many Vector Foiltec projects, the goal was to create a space that feels as though 

there isn’t a roof. 

 
Vector Foiltec’s team designed, fabricated and installed the Texlon® ETFE system. The steel structure 
was designed and engineered in close collaboration with the client’s team to allow for a sleek design 

that still copes with the harsh climatic environment with big snow loads. Three layers of transparent 
ETFE, form 64 foil cushions. The cushions are created with constant air flowing between the layers of 
ETFE which form two air chambers assisting with the insulation values of the enclosure. Some of 

these cushions measure up to 35 metres long; each of them unique and fabricated to fit. 
 
Printed with a dot matrix print pattern on the outer layer of ETFE, solar heat gain and light 

transmission are also controlled – but you cannot see the print if you are standing on the ground. 
Additionally, with ETFE’s lightweight properties less support structure was needed, so there is less 
structure hindering the view of the sky and allowing for more transparency. 

 
Vector Foiltec worked closely with a great team at Barton Malow Hunt White and all other trades to 
makes sure the giant steel rafters and the large span Texlon® ETFE cushions fit in smoothly and were 

well co-ordinated with everyone working around or underneath the roof. 
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